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Non-scholarship athletes ﬁnd
fun alternative in intramurals.

Green Taxi
licensed,
Yellow cab
owners sell

On Campus Today
• 7:30 p.m. “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,” Montana Repertory Theatre
• 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. Peace and Justice Film Series, “Inside
Burma,” UC Theatre
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Forecast

High 36F
Low 29F

– Courtesy of UM Events Calendar

Radiothon

Trevon Milliard
MONTANA KAIMIN
Michael Murray and his wife
Jessica have spent the last year and
half struggling to mix a little green
into Missoula’s taxis. But they’ve
found yellow and green just don’t
get along.
The Murrays applied for a
license to start up an eco-friendly
taxi service named Green Taxi in
fall 2006 that uses Toyota Prius
Hybrids. Michael got the idea for
a hybrid taxi service when he was
at a gas pump one day and asked
for bio-diesel. The employee said,
“No,” and the light bulb went off
in Michael’s head, Jessica said.
But Yellow Cab has fought
them all the way, saying a new
taxi service would drive Yellow
Cab out of business.
Green Taxi would take from
Yellow Cab’s business, which is
already struggling to make a proﬁt,
former owner Robert Gray said.
Yellow Cab lost $89,460 from
2003 to 2005 and made a total
proﬁt of $8,902 in 2006.
This matters because Green
Taxi can’t just hit Missoula streets
but has to go through the Montana
Public Service Commission to get
a license. Because transportation is
a public necessity, the Commission
must ensure that Green Taxi
wouldn’t
harm
Missoula’s
existing taxi company, Yellow
Cab. And Green Taxi has to prove
that Yellow Cab doesn’t meet
Missoula’s needs.
After a year and a half battle, the
Commission granted Green Taxi
their license by a 3-2 vote on Dec.
10. Green Taxi is allowed access
to all of Missoula County but can’t
drive people to or from medical
appointments because that, the
Commission decided, would
impede on Medicab’s business.
Since the decision, the Murrays
have bought one 2006 Toyota
Prius Hybrid for about $18,300
and plan on eventually buying
another, Michael said. One taxi
will be on the streets at all times,
and the other is a back up for when
the full-time taxi needs repairs,
Michael said.
The Prius Hybrid hasn’t
picked up a passenger yet, and
that won’t happen for a month, at
most, because a meter needs to be
installed, Michael said.
Green Taxi will use a
conventional meter system that
See GREEN TAXI, page 4
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Kenneth Billington / Montana Kaimin

Maurisa Phillips, known as “The Siren” on KBGA College Radio, wraps up the last minutes of her show Wednesday afternoon and takes donations for the KBGA Radiothon. KBGA accepts pledges from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. this week
with the drive ending Sunday February 10 at 8 p.m.. This is Phillips third year participating in the Radiothon.

KBGA seeks funds for new equipment
Mike Gerrity
MONTANA KAIMIN

An extra dollar fee increase for
KBGA is not enough to keep the
switchboards lit up.
This week, KBGA is holding
its annual Radiothon and is taking
donations via phone from radio
listeners.
Last year, the Radiothon
generated $8,000 in additional

revenue for the station. KBGA
hopes to surpass that amount by
earning at least $10,000 this time.
KBGA business manager Tim
Donahue says that as of 1:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, callers had donated
$3,661.
“We’re hoping to get up to ﬁve
($5,000) by the end of the day,”
Donahue said. “We think we can
do it.”

Last year, University of
Montana students voted for an
activity fee increase of $1 for the
11-year-old radio station ran by
students.
The fee increase has allowed
them to repair and replace some
aging equipment that, he said, is as
old as the radio station itself.
“It has allowed us to replace a
couple pieces of equipment at the

beginning of the year. Now we can
use the Radiothon to pay for other
equipment we need,” Donahue
said.
Some of the most essential
equipment, he said, still needs
replacing.
“We
need
CD
players
immediately,” Donahue said.
Lina Miller, a music director
See KGBA, page 4

High court denies former student’s appeal
Mark Page
MONTANA KAIMIN
In 2004, Aaron Flint sued the
University of Montana after being
kicked off the ASUM Senate for
violating campaign ﬁnance rules.
He lost in Federal District Court in
Missoula in March 2005.
Now, with his appeal to the U.S.
Supreme Court rejected on Jan. 7,
Flint has been denied his last chance
to win his case.
Flint sued to try and change the
system and wanted to challenge the
campaign spending limits imposed
on students running for ASUM
ofﬁce. Flint and his defense argued
the rules applying to public elections
should apply to student government.
Campaign money equals political
speech and is therefore protected by
the First Amendment, Flint argued.
Flint served as ASUM President
during the 2003-2004 academic
year but wanted to run for senate
and used his campaign as a platform
to challenge the rules. He spent

$214.69, breaching the $100 limit
set out in ASUM bylaws.
After U.S. District Judge Donald
Molloy rejected Flint’s arguments,
he appealed to the 9th Circuit U.S.
Court of Appeals. The appeals
court also rejected Flint’s argument,
with Judge Carlos T. Bea issuing a
weighty opinion.
“While ASUM undoubtedly
has an impact on students at the
University and has certain powers
to distribute funds among student
groups, it simply does not follow
that ASUM is akin to a political
government or that ASUM is the
equivalent of a congressional
race,” Bea said, in his opinion.
“The ubiquity with which political
government is present to control
facets of our lives is not – thank
heavens! – replicated by student
government in students lives.”
UM Legal Counsel David
Aronofsky said he is pleased with
the outcome, although Bea reached
his decision based on a different

argument than Aronofsky put forth.
“We are very satisﬁed with the
outcome,” Aronofsky said. “We
maintained all along there was no
constitutional violation.”
President
Dustin
ASUM
Leftridge also said he was happy the
Supreme Court denied the appeal,
but he said he does not agree with
the 9th Circuit’s reasoning.
“There is so much to be said for
student government as an advocate
for students,” Leftridge said. “I
don’t believe the rational that the
9th Circuit used is one that I totally
agree with.”
Aronofsky had not expected the
Supreme Court to grant this appeal.
Less than one percent of appeals are
granted, he said.
But Flint thought he had a
chance. He had even received
national attention from syndicated
columnist George Will last fall.
“It’s a pretty signiﬁcant challenge
to break through the iron curtain of
the 9th Circuit,” Flint said in an e-

mail, “but I thought we might have
had a shot, even if a long shot, of
getting our case to the Supreme
Court.”
If another similar case is brought
to trial in a different circuit and is
decided differently, then a conﬂict
could be created between circuits,
meaning the Supreme Court may
be more likely to take up the case,
Flint said.
Flint’s attorney, James Bopp,
said he would take up any case
arising from a similar situation to
try and set a new precedent deﬁning
student government spending as
protected speech.
“I would pursue similar cases
because I think the 9th Circuit
decision was very detrimental
to college students’ ability to
participate in student government,”
Bopp said. “The decision has given
almost carte blanche to prohibit
political speech.”
Bopp represented Flint pro bono
See FLINT, page 8
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EDITORIAL

Correction:

Ron Paul Supporters,
We Were Wrong

An article in Wednesday’s issue of the Montana Kaimin incorrectly reported that 2,000 Republican Party
members were eligible to vote in Tuesday’s caususes. The actual number is approximately 2,262: Elected
ofﬁcials also took part in the voting, which was not made clear in the article.
A caption in Wednesday’s Kaimin incorrectly referred to the Missoula Children’s Theater as the Montana
Children’s Theater.

Last night, Republican presidential candidate Ron Paul
won more delegates than any other candidate at the Missoula
County Republican Caucus. Despite the now
obviously high levels of support, the Montana
Kaimin did not run a single article on Paul, nor
did we include him in our election prediction
scorecard.
To Paul supporters in Missoula, and
speciﬁcally at the University of Montana, the
Montana Kaimin regrets this omission.
In excluding Paul, we stiﬂed both his
message and supporters. Cutting people out of
the political process is anything but democratic, Sean Breslin
Editor
as several readers have correctly pointed out.
For some national media outlets, not including Paul might
have made sense. In covering political attitudes across the entire
country, honing in on a low-population state that supports a nonmainstream candidate might require more resources than they
are willing or able to commit. Covering candidates with more
broad support makes sense at that level.
But in the weeks leading up to Montana’s caucus, local media
either did not see or outright ignored Paul’s local support. The
Montana Kaimin is especially guilty of this lapse because much
of Paul’s support comes from college students.
Though the Kaimin may take cues from the national media
(they are professionals, after all), we shouldn’t forget that they
serve a very different audience than we do. Our primary area of
coverage is the University of Montana, speciﬁcally its students.
When it came to Ron Paul, we failed to cover that readership.
The decision to ignore Paul was consciously and deliberately
made due to the fact that Paul had not generated the kind of
broad-based national support that John McCain, Mitt Romney or
Mike Huckabee had. We, like other media outlets, viewed him
as an oddball candidate, not in step with his party and without
national name recognition. In retrospect, we now see these may
be the very qualities that draw people to Paul.

Wednesday’s editorial in the Montana Kaimin incorrectly stated that UM President George Dennison signed
the American Colleges and Universities Presidential Climate Commitment in November 2007. Dennison
actually signed the climate commitment in April 2007. The article also described Tom Kimmerer as the
executive director of the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education. Kimmerer
is the former executive director who resigned his position on December 10, 2007.

Using Student Fees to reduce
UM’s impact on the environment
Kaimin News Editor Emma
Schmautz recently editorialized
that investing student fees in our
environment made education less
affordable. I would argue that
we must sustain our environment
to keep education affordable &
meaningful. As energy & other
resources become more costly,
then everything students must buy
will become more costly – food,
shelter, transportation and tuition.
Investing in renewable energy will
make all these more affordable as
the price of nonrenewable energy
rises.
Green Tags are not mere
indulgences
as
Schmautz
suggests. Green Tags represent
Schmautz wrong on University’s
greenhouse gas emissions

U-Wire

Make elections secure
with voter identiﬁcation
Staff Editorial
THE SYRACUSE DAILY ORANGE
SYRACUSE, N.Y. - Anyone
who voted Tuesday will probably
not remember showing an ID to
vote.
Unlike more than 20 other
states, Oklahoma does not
require ID at the polls. When
state lawmakers attempt to enact
voter ID, such as SB 1150 in the
Oklahoma Legislature, they may
encounter protest that the law
would disenfranchise voters.
We don’t think it would be a
problem. ID is already needed to
do basic things such as driving,
cashing a check, and buying
controlled substances like alcohol
and prescription drugs.
We think ID should also be
used to make our elections more

secure.
The American Civil Liberties
Union is a major opponent of voter
ID. The ACLU said requiring ID
to vote is unconstitutional because
documentation needed to obtain
ID costs money.
In this way, requiring IDs to
vote amounts to a poll tax, the
ACLU said, disenfranchising
people unable to get one because
of disability or ﬁnances. But how
common is this that we must
sacriﬁce secure elections?
Although the ACLU claims
voter fraud hasn’t been widespread
in the past, that doesn’t mean there
isn’t a good chance it could still
occur.
Not requiring an ID to vote
makes it too easy for someone to
vote fraudulently.
How could we know if voter

Montana Kaimin

110 years

The Montana Kaimin, in its
110th year, is published by the
students of The University of
Montana, Missoula. The UM
School of Journalism uses the
Montana Kaimin for practice
courses but assumes no control over policy or content.
Send letters to the editor to
kaiminletters@umontana.edu
or drop them off in Anderson
Hall 208.
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Dear Editor,
As a former intern under the
ASUM Sustainability Ofﬁce, I am
disturbed by the misunderstanding
shown in Emma Schmautz’s
editorial in Wednesday’s Kaimin.
Her article was riddled with
errors and fallacies about the
environment, the economy, and
what UM is doing to reduce our
climate impact. She begins her
article by stating that “greenbacks
are not a renewable resource.” This
is untrue, as money is possibly the
most renewable of all resources.
When the University acts in ways
fraud did occur?
So much happened Tuesday.
Across the nation people were
voting. How do we know there
wasn’t a tour of scam voters going
from county to county in the
state posing as the deceased or as
someone who they are not?
Obtaining an ID is not a
signiﬁcant ﬁnancial burden, nor is
it impossible for people who are
disabled to get an ID.
If a person is unable to get an
ID, but they are able to get to the
polls, something is not right.
Voter ID makes sense.

PHONE

real investment in
UM students might
Letters
renewable
energy
ask “What is the
to the
infrastructure. When
use of an education
our
investments
when
civilization
Editor
increase the amount
is
crumbling
of wind power in the electric around you as resources become
power mix, then our future use of unaffordable and resource wars
electricity will actually generate break out?”
less greenhouse gases.
UM students are learning and
Schmautz also argued that teaching others that we have a
UM’s efforts to reduce greenhouse responsibility to act together to
gases won’t make any difference. address global problems. I’m
No one individual, business or proud that UM students have the
university can affect the climate – intelligence, vision, and heart to act
but all of us together have created now to address problems that have
the problem, and all of us together too long been ignored by leaders
can make a difference. UM cannot who are short-sighted and selﬁsh.
sit back & wait for everyone else My students give me hope.
to reduce carbon emissions.
Thoreau asked “What is the
–Vicki Watson, Professor of
use of a house if you haven’t got Environmental Studies
a tolerable planet to put it on?”
that prove good for the Montana
economy, the money gets recycled,
and the entire state stands to
proﬁt, including the University.
Where environmental action is in
conjunction with a student learning
and a healthy economy, the action
is triply justiﬁed. Moving the state
away from carbon dependence
will be good for our economy,
our environment, and yes, even
our education. Schmautz states
that UM’s emissions “make no
difference to the global climate,”
which is false, because they
do make a difference.
UM
needlessly emits thousands of tons
of greenhouse gasses every year
– why shouldn’t we act to reduce

Copy Editors
Leslie Brown
Virginia Cleaveland
Kalie Druckenmiller
Karl Krempel
Kayla Matzke

Sincerely,
Jonathan S. Orndoff
Senior, Resource Conservation &
Environmental Studies

Pissed? Pleased?
Perturbed?
Write a letter to the editor.
kaiminletters@umontana.edu

406-243-4310
Photo Editor
Shane McMillan
Design Editor
Rachel Cook
Online Editor
Sammy Pearson

this? What better way to lead than
by example, ﬁnding the way for
the rest of the state to follow suit?
I learned a lot working on UM’s
Greenhouse Gas Inventory, my
involvement in the project cost the
University almost nothing, and I
got to help the University reduce
its carbon footprint. If that doesn’t
align with “quality education and
affordable tuition,” I don’t know
what does.
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accuracy watch

The Montana Kaimin is committed to accuracy in its reports. If you think the Kaimin has
committed an error of fact, please call us at 243-2394 or e-mail kaimin@umontana.edu
and let us know. If we ﬁnd a factual error we will correct it.
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GREEN TAXI
Continued from page 1
entails a $5 automatic passenger
fee with 25 cents added per tenth
of a mile until 25 miles. Then, the
rate drops to 15 cents per tenth of a
mile, Jessica said.
Yellow Cab determines their
fares by using a complicated
system of dividing the city into
zones, each with a different rate.
Green Taxi isn’t giving rides
yet, but they’ve had requests,
Michael said.
“Today I got a call,” Michael
said, “and I had to refer service to
Yellow Cab. And I have no harsh
feelings.”
But the legal battle has been
exhausting, Michael said.
It’s also been trying for Gray,
former owner of Yellow Cab.
Since Green Taxi received their
license, Gray sold Yellow Cab.
Gray and his wife ran the business
for 25 years, and Gray’s dad
bought Yellow Cab before him in
1959, Gray said.
“I’m worn out,” Gray said.
Gray plans on taking a vacation
with his wife, since one of them

has had to be in town at all times
for the past four years. Running
a small business is more work
than people realize, he said. The
struggle with Green Taxi was
another tribulation, he said.
“We spent a small fortune on
this thing,” Gray said. “We could
have upgraded our phones or
bought one more cab.”
Gray was surprised by the
Commission’s decision, he said.
As was member of the Commission
Doug Mood, who initially denied
Green Taxi a license four months
before the entire Commission
voted to overturn his ruling.
“I am extremely disappointed
in this Commission,” Mood said,
“and its action frankly leaves me
wondering.”
Mood said Green Taxi doesn’t
meet Commission standards and
would hurt Yellow Cab, which
had been successfully run by Gray
for 25 years. But the Commission
ignores all that and the rules, Mood
said.
But the three Commission
members favoring Green Taxi said
Yellow Cab wasn’t doing the job.
Over a dozen witnesses testiﬁed
to the Commission that Yellow

Cab was often late, unreliable, and
forced people to share rides.
“It struck me that there was a
need that wasn’t served,” said
chairman Greg Jergeson.
Commissioner Robert Raney
said “the witnesses made the case”
that Missoula needs another taxi
service.
Mood
argues
that
the
Commission granted Green Taxi a
license in adherence to the “going
green” craze.
“Saving the planet is not one
of the issues that is in our mission
statement here at the Commission,”
Mood said.
Commissioner Ken Toole
approved Green Taxi and said
there’s “a need for an energyefﬁcient taxi service.” The
Commission is supposed to act in
the public’s interest, and hybrid
taxis are what Missoula wants, he
said.
Last August, Gray told the
Commission he was buying a
hybrid vehicle for Yellow Cab,
but that never happened. One of
the new owners, Victor Hill, also
said that isn’t going to happen with
hybrids costing $25,000 a piece.
“It doesn’t make much sense,”
Hill said. “I could buy three cabs
for one hybrid.”
Commissioner Jergeson voted
for Green Taxi, but hybrid taxis
didn’t sway his vote, he said. It’s
because people in Missoula aren’t
getting the quality of service they
want.
“Quite frankly, whether taxis
are green or chartreuse doesn’t
make a damn difference to me,”
Jergeson said.

Thursday, February 7, 2008

ASUM supports
voluntary inspectors
Amy Faxon
MONTANA KAIMIN
ASUM unanimously passed
a resolution Wednesday night
supporting
Missoula
City
Council’s proposal to create a
Voluntary Residential Inspection
Program for all of the Missoula
renting community, including
University of Montana students.
The resolution would enable
tenants and/or landowners to
request an inspection from the city
on rental houses. This request may
be made anytime during the lease.
According to the resolution, as
of fall 2007 there were 10,424 UM
students living off campus. Offcampus students make up about 20
percent of Missoula residents.
According to Off-Campus
Renter Center director Denver
Henderson, the purpose of this
resolution is to improve the safety

KGBA
Continued from page 1
for KBGA, said one of the main
switchboards KBGA uses for radio
broadcasts is in need of replacing.
“Our board is really old. All our
equipment gets so much wear and
tear,” Miller said.
Donahue said public events
would be next in line after
equipment to receive portions
of the Radiothon donation pool,

of rental housing. This program
will help enforce the existing city
rental codes and regulations.
Currently, if a request for an
inspection is made, the inspectors
will only check the areas of
concern by the tenant.
Under the new program,
the inspection would consist of
checking all areas of the house
listed on a checklist.
Other details such as inspection
fees and items on the inspection
checklist will be discussed in a
companion resolution later.
ASUM will send the resolution
to the Missoula City Council
before its Feb. 27 meeting.
Also Wednesday night, juniors
Siri Smillie and Renaud Bangadi
Kiki joined the ASUM Senate.
Both new senators said they will
work hard to protect student’s
rights and to make decisions that
directly affect the student body.
which helps bring more musical
acts to Missoula.
“It means we get to do even
more for the music scene in
Missoula,” Donahue said.
To help generate a last minute
boost to the donations, KBGA will
be hosting an End-of-Thon Prom
Party at the Badlander and The
Palace this Saturday. They will
also pull the door admission into
their donation pool.
Donahue said the party,
featuring live music acts such as
Akimbo, will center itself around a
theme of ’70s ‘nonsense’ outﬁts of
the plaid and polyester variety.
“It’s going to be ridiculous,”
Donahue said.
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Kaimin Sports
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To

Side
lines
Home games

•Saturday, Feb. 9 – Men’s
Cat-Griz, 7 p.m., Dahlberg
Arena
•Sunday, Feb. 10 – Women’s
tennis vs. Northern Colorado, 9
a.m., Missoula Athletic Club

National
sports briefs
NFL: A high school football
player who claimed he was the
victim of a recruiting scandal
admitted Wednesday that he
fabricated the story. Kevin Hart,
a 6-foot-5, 290-pound offensive
lineman at Fernley High School
in Nevada, apologized and said
he made up the story because he
wanted to play Division I football
“more than anything.” He ﬁrst
spoke with deputies Saturday
following an announcement
to sign with the University of
California, Berkeley, rather
than the University of Oregon.
Ofﬁcials at both schools said
Monday that Hart had never
been recruited.
MLB: Nolan Ryan was
introduced Wednesday as the
new president for the Texas
Rangers. The Hall of Fame
pitcher threw a record seven
no-hitters and won 324 games
in 27 seasons in the majors.
Five of those seasons and two
of the no-hitters came with the
Rangers. Ryan retired in 1993,
and his number remains the
only one ever to be retired by
the Rangers. Ryan replaces Jeff
Cogen and will be in charge of
baseball operations, according
to Texas Owner Tom Hicks.
National Sports Briefs were
compiled by Kaimin Sports with
information gathered from wire
reports.

Standings
Men’s bball

School
Big Sky
Portland State
6-2
Northern Arizona 6-3
Weber State
6-3
Idaho State
6-3
Montana State
5-4
Montana
4-5
Northern Colorado 3-7
Eastern Washington 3-7
Sacramento State 2-7

All
13-8
14-8
11-10
9-13
13-9
10-12
9-13
8-16
4-16

School
Big Sky
Montana
7-1
Idaho State
6-2
Portland State
5-3
Northern Colorado 5-3
Montana State
5-3
Northern Arizona 3-5
Sacramento State 3-5
Weber State
2-6
Eastern Washington 0-8

All
17-4
14-6
15-6
11-10
10-10
7-14
5-15
8-12
3-18

Women’s bball

This day in sports
history
In 1991, Bob Knight was
elected into the NBA Hall of
Fame.
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Intramurals an important part of UM
Jake Grilley
MONTANA KAIMIN
There was little fanfare Tuesday
night inside the University of
Montana’s Fitness and Recreation
Center as Team Awesome beat
Team Standing Arrow 53-51 with
a last-second three-point shot.
Even during the game’s ﬂeeting
seconds, as the teams traded baskets
jockeying for the win, the gym
was eerily silent. The squeak of
tennis shoes on the hardwood ﬂoor
and the occasional shouts between
teammates did little to convey the
intensity of the moment.
There was no crowd, no
announcer, no GrizVision. This
was a University of Montana
intramural basketball game.
For business major and Team
Standing Arrow power forward Joe
Caye, this is college basketball.
“Anytime you step on a court
or a ﬁeld it is about doing your
best, trying your best, giving it all
that you can – going until the last
whistle blows,” Caye said. “And
just because we don’t have the
same atmosphere as (UM’s NCAA
games) doesn’t mean that it isn’t
the same.”
Intramural coordinator Natalie
Hiller said she believes intramurals
are a great outlet for competition
and camaraderie.
“Intramurals
provides
an
opportunity for those students who
aren’t out there playing D-I, varsity
intercollegiate athletics,” Hiller
said. “Not only does it provide
them with the opportunity to play
and compete, but also to have fun
and have that social interaction
between teammates.”
According to Hiller, UM
students continue to seize that
opportunity.
Intramural participation is up
10 percent this year, Hiller said.
Intramural
Program
The
currently offers 12 leagues in four
different sports this winter, with
upwards of 3,000 UM students
participating. Besides basketball,
indoor soccer, dodgeball and
volleyball are also offered.
First-year law student Shane
Morigeau said it is great intramurals
provide leagues for varying skill
levels.
“The nice thing is, a lot of kids
know that they are just out here to
have fun,” Morigeau said. “In the
upper leagues, the A leagues, there
is a little more competition.”
Freshman psychology major
Emilee Phillips enjoys playing
intramurals because of the relaxed
atmosphere.
“For those of us who played in
high school, the pressure is off and
you can be more relaxed and just
play,” Phillips said.
For intramural referee Jermey
Johnson, intramurals are far from
tranquil.
“Haven’t really seen any ﬁst
ﬁghts,” Johnson said. “But there
is a lot of smack talk, shoving - a
lot of times it is just people acting
tough. If the refs don’t control the

Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin

Laurie Lochridge takes control of the ball for the Irrationals. The Irrationals are one of the oldest intramural soccer teams made up of faculty and staff, playing strong for
14 seasons.

game it can sometimes get out of
hand.”
And although Hiller doesn’t
condone it when tempers ﬂare up
during intramurals, she understands
that it comes with the territory.
“As much as the ﬁghts are a
hassle, it just rings true to the
competitive nature of sporting
events,” Hiller said. “It is a part
that I don’t always enjoy dealing
with but if it was missing I
would wonder what we are doing
wrong.”
Even with the winter’s strong
turnout, Hiller expects even more
teams to show up and play in the
spring.
“We have anywhere from 7090 softball teams sign up in the
spring,” she said. “That is a lot
of students playing. Hopefully I
won’t have to turn people away,
but we only have three softball
ﬁelds.”
With such high demand, the
Intramural Program is nearing
its limits when it comes to the

Hauck Signs 33 New Players
Coach Bobby Hauck inked
his newest class of University
of Montana football players
Wednesday, the ﬁrst day recruits
could sign letters of intent.
The new crop of Grizzlies is a

big one, composed of 33 players,
12 of whom are from Montana.
The 2007 Grizzlies ended the
season with 22 seniors on the roster.
The team also lost an additional
six players since last summer due

budget and facilities needed for
intramurals.
The Intramural Program is
ﬁnanced with a portion of the
athletic fee billed to students each
semester.
“So even when our teams
increase, our budget doesn’t,”
Hiller said.
Hiller doesn’t foresee the
University providing additional
facilities for intramurals.
“As far as developing more
court space or ﬁeld space, I
don’t think it is a priority at the
University level,” Hiller said. “But
I sure hope the University as a
whole sees the importance of the
Intramural Program.”
Hiller said it is the Intramural
Program’s goal not to impose any
additional fees on the students, but
if demand continues to rise beyond
the intramural budget a minimal
fee could be introduced.
“It would probably only be a
couple of bucks a player,” Hiller
said. “But the point is people are

Toto various legal issues.

Sixteen of the new players were
recruited on the defensive side of
the ball, including six linebackers
and ﬁve defensive backs. There
are seventeen new Griz who expect
to play on offense, including seven
wide receivers.
Two players in the recruiting

already paying for intramurals in
their athletic fee, so it is our goal
not to impose additional fees.”
Phillips said she believes
the demand for intramurals is
high because students want to
feel like they are part of the UM
community.
“It is about being a part of
something,” she said. “Being
connected to other people and
sharing that passion that you have
for volleyball, for basketball,
whatever it is.”
Phillips said that even though
her game might be missing some
of the elements that traditionally
come to mind when thinking about
college basketball - rowdy fans,
cheerleaders, popcorn vendors or
a pep band - it is college athletics
just the same.
“It is about sharing that
atmosphere,” she said. “Yeah,
you might not hear the roar of the
crowd, but you have teammates.
They will congratulate you.”
class are transfers: linebacker
Thomas Bauer from Saddleback
Junior College in Mission Viejo,
Calif., and wide receiver Ryan
Kessman from Brigham Young
University in Provo, Utah.
– Bill Oram, Montana Kaimin
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Stirring Montana’s imagination with the Big 32
Roman Stubbs
MONTANA KAIMIN
Remember that scene at the end
of “Hoosiers” - not the epic scene
when Jimmy says, “I’ll make it,”
then does, but during the pregame speech before the state title,
when Merle says, “Let’s win this
game for all the small schools that
never had a chance to get here.”
Remember?
There was a time when small
schools had a chance to be the
undisputed champion in Montana
high school basketball. In 1963, the
Montana High School Association
created a six-year period of
madness, with the inception of
the Big 32, which was formerly
known as Class A. The league
consisted of AA, A and B schools
according to the highest student

enrollment and were regionalized
into four divisions, with the top
two from each advancing to the
state tournament, held either in
Bozeman or Butte, where the
arenas would morph into cities of
their own. Standing room only.
Montana had it’s own rendition
of the 1952 Hickory Hoosiers, the
1966 Libby Loggers. The team
needed every able-bodied boy
the town could summon. It even
starred a pair of brothers named
Mark and Max Agather and a
skinny kid named Marc Racicot
played point guard. Then they
ended up in the state tournament.
“It was a dream come true, to
play in such a large arena with
9,000 people watching. You could
only imagine being from where
we were from,” said Racicot, who
served as Montana’s Governor
from 1993 to 2001 and was raised

BEYOND

THE BOX SCORE
in Libby. “There were comments
about us being hicks from the
sticks, but our basketball did the
talking.”
Libby made plenty of noise
in front of capacity crowds at
the Butte Civic Center that year,
using buzzer beaters to slay
mammoth Billings West 62-61
in the semiﬁnals and Missoula
Hellgate 72-70 in the title game.
Twice in the next three years did
sleepy little towns win the Big 32,
with Wolf Point in ‘68 and Laurel
in ’69.
Then in 1970, the Big 32
mysteriously disbanded and four
classiﬁcations formed.
“I never understood why they
took it away,” said Racicot. “There
was never an argument the small
schools couldn’t play against the
larger schools. The players just
elevated their level of play. The
stats speak for themselves.”
Just imagine the potential if
it had stayed. Picture the stages
that could’ve been set. Bozeman
and Plentywood in ’78. Lodge
Grass and Box Elder in ’89. Heart

Butte and CMR in 2000 or 2001.
Imagine how many jaws would
be on the ﬂoor if Reece Gliko or
Loree Payne would’ve played in
the Big 32. Imagine before Sports
Illustrated and the Gary Smith
classic, Jonathan Takes Enemy
could’ve shown his talents to 10
large at the Metra. People statewide
then could’ve really understood
the beauty and tragedy of Smith’s
portrayal. Just imagine.
I’m dreaming, I know. But these
are the stories we love, especially
come March. And it’s not to say
the state tournaments don’t matter
now because they absolutely do.
All four of them. But in between
the classes and their tourneys
creeps the perception of who is
Montana’s best, a notion that
simply cannot be shared in fourths.
Even the interpretation of arbitrary
polls can leave a team wondering
if their state championship really
means anything, just because
they don’t play in the AA. When
Bozeman ran the table in 2003,
many believed they were the best
team to ever compete in Montana.
But they also heard whispers from a
27-0 Roberts squad from the Class
C. Is that fair to either school? To
always associate their title with
even the slightest doubt?
See, in Montana high school
basketball, David really does exist,
with ability. There’s a slingshot in
one hand, a stone in the other.
There’s just no Goliath to shoot
at.
Is there a blueprint to revive
the Big 32? Most AA and A
schools believe they have little to
gain. Many C schools argue they
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couldn’t compete consistently.
In other words, it would take a
mass movement to re-implement
a tournament. The possible
solution?
“A tournament of champions
format has been seriously
considered by our membership
board,” said MHSA Executive
Director Mark Beckman.
The season would extend one
week, and each class would play
their respective state tournaments,
then the top two from each would
convene a week later in a Montana
Elite Eight. While Beckman
acknowledges the revenue and
compelling atmosphere of a
potential Elite Eight, a collective
effort between a majority of the
181 high schools would be needed
for the proposal to gain traction.
While unlikely, the MHSA should
also not rule out an experimental
year in 2011, which marks the
100th anniversary of the Montana
State Tournament, a year in which
every school could start with the
dreams of being the undisputed
state champion. Period.
The Big 32 is a lost era. And
if those trophies from Libby, Wolf
Point and Laurel really are fossils,
then all we can do is observe and
admire through a layer of glass,
trying to understand the historical
signiﬁcance of the tournament.
It’s something we can’t relate to,
something we’ll probably never
experience. But also understand
that their wins were for far more
than state championships.
They were for all the small
schools that never got a chance to
get there.

Mora to
succeed
Seahawks
coach
KIRKLAND, Wash. (AP) –
Good thing Jim Mora is renowned
for his nonstop energy. He now has
three job titles with the Seahawks.
Assistant head coach. Defensive
backs coach. And head coachdesignate.
Seattle set an NFL precedent
Wednesday by giving Mora a fouryear contract to succeed Holmgren.
Just not yet.
Holmgren announced last
month he will fulﬁll the ﬁnal
season of his contract with the
Seahawks in 2008, leaving Mora
to return for one more season in
his other two roles.
Then the 46-year-old Mora will
become Seattle’s seventh head
coach. It’s a deal one person with
knowledge of the contract said will
put Mora “in the upper echelon of
coaches in the National Football
League.”
The person spoke on condition
of anonymity because the
Seahawks do not divulge ﬁnancial
terms of contracts.
That means Mora will be
getting at least $5 million per
season, about double what Atlanta
is paying him this year. Mora was
ﬁred as Falcons’ head coach on
New Year’s Day 2007 with a year
left on his contract. In his three
seasons in Atlanta, the Falcons
were 26-22 and played in the 2004
NFC championship game.
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Q&A: Feminist writer
addresses Roe v. Wade
Elizabeth Harrison
MONTANA KAIMIN
Young women never seem to
get an accurate picture of what
feminism is, Jessica Valenti said to
a crowd of 150 people packed into
the University Center Ballroom
Wednesday night to celebrate the
35th anniversary of Roe v. Wade –
the 1973 Supreme Court decision
legalizing abortion.
Valenti discussed the downside
of abstinence-only education and
dispelled myths about feminism
at the event entitled “Full Frontal
Feminism,” sponsored by NARAL
Pro-Choice Montana and the
University of Montana Students
for Choice.
“In her new book, as well as
in her blog, Ms. Valenti presents
feminism in a way that not only
relates directly to women our
age, but appeals to women our
age,” said Letty Limbach, campus
organizer for Students for Choice.
In addition to speaking on
campuses as a women’s rights
activist, Valenti is the founder and
executive editor of the Web site
Feministing.com and author of
“Full Frontal Feminism: A Young
Woman’s Guide to Why Feminism
Matters.”
UM senior David Short said
Valenti’s speech hit on some great
points.
“It’s (Roe v. Wade) important
because it preserves our liberties,”
he said. “It keeps people free to
choose how they want to choose.”
Junior Janna Smith agreed.
“It should be the woman’s
choice. There shouldn’t be men
in government making these
decisions when they have no idea,”
she said.
James
Peddie,
executive
director of 1st Way Pregnancy
Support Center, an anti-abortion
organization in Missoula, said
that his organization wants to let
women know their options other
than abortion.
“With unplanned pregnancies
there can be a lot of fear and
confusion,” he said. “We offer a
different service.” Peddie said 1st
Way provides limited ultra sounds,
free pregnancy testing and contacts
with adoption services.
Before the event Wednesday
evening, the Montana Kaimin
caught up with Jessica Valenti for
a Q&A.
Montana
Kaimin:
What
shaped your view of feminism, and
how did you become an advocate
for women’s rights?
Jessica Valenti: Doing work
online and seeing the different
ways women organize and are
activists, and how it differs from
the mainstream. It’s inspirational
for me to do the work I’m doing,
reaching out to younger women
and trying to debunk the antifeminist myths that are out there.
I have always been interested in
feminism, though I didn’t call
myself a feminist until college,
when I started taking women’s
studies courses. I loved my classes
so much. That led me to graduate
school for women’s studies. From
there I was pretty much hooked.
MK: Why do you feel it’s
important to address the impact
of Roe v. Wade, speciﬁcally to
college students?

JV: I think it’s incredibly
important for particularly young
women who know about Roe to
be aware of how it is in danger.
When push comes to shove, even
now that it’s still intact, younger
women suffer disproportionately
because of things like the Hyde
Amendment (passed by Congress
in 1976, excluding abortion from
health care services provided to
low-income people by the federal
government). We’re the ones who
are fertile! We’re the ones who
are at risk for getting pregnant.
Our feminist foremothers may be
ﬁghting as well, but they don’t
have to worry about it too much
anymore.
MK: Why do you believe in a
woman’s right to choose whether
or not to have an abortion?
JV: I believe in a woman’s right
to choose not because of abortion
in particular. I believe in the right
to bodily integrity and privacy.
Women are capable of making
their own decisions about their
bodies. I trust women, and I know
that we make the right decisions
for our families. I don’t want the
government interfering in that.
MK: Why did you choose to
visit the University of Montana?
JV:
NARAL
Pro-Choice
Montana asked me to come
speak. It’s important to me to try
to speak at colleges and speak to
young women in person as well as
online.

MK: Why did you start your
Web site?
JK: I started Feministing
because I was working for a
national women’s organization
when I got out of graduate school,
and I felt like women were given
a lot of lip service but not a lot
of decision-making help. Our
voices weren’t being heard in the
movement. I did a Google search
and the only thing that came up was
something from NOW (National
Organization for Women) in 1996.
There was a big gap.
MK: What was the inspiration
for your book?
JV: After doing work with
Feministing for a while, we would
get e-mails from younger women
who stumbled onto the site and
were like, ‘Wow, I didn’t know
this is what feminism was about.’
They had bought so entirely into
the anti-feminist myths. I wanted
to put something out there to
dispel those myths and talk about
feminism in non-academic, easyto-read and accessible ways. I
wanted to write a book for anyone,
no matter what level of political
engagement.
Valenti is a graduate of SUNY
Albany and Rutgers University
in New Jersey, where she did her
graduate work in women’s studies.
Her book is available for purchase
in the University of Montana
Bookstore.
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Jessica Velenti, author of “Full Frontal Feminism: A Young Woman’s Guide to Why Feminism Matters,” speaks
to the crowd in the UC Ballroom Wednesday evening. Velenti and the attendees were celebrating the 35th
anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade decision.
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FLINT
Continued from page 1
as a member of the James Madison
Center for Free Speech. The center
seeks to change the law by setting
precedents in high courts. Bopp
took on Flint’s case to further that
agenda.
Though some believe limits
on student government campaign
spending limit free political speech,
Leftridge does not feel his rights

were violated when he ran for
ASUM president last year.
“It’s not like we’re buying TV
spots,” Leftridge said. “It makes
it so that interacting with elected
representatives on campus is much
more personal.”
Flint, who now lives in Billings
and works as a reporter for the CBS
station there, gave his thoughts on
the effect the 9th Circuit decision
will have on student government in
an e-mail to the Kaimin.
“Where does this leave us: if

student government is merely an
academic exercise – then why force
students to pay nearly $100 in fees
supporting such? We also now
have a 9th Circuit ruling stating that
administrators have control over
student government,” Flint wrote.
“So, since they are controlled by
the Administration, and they don’t
follow the same election laws that
everyone else follows – ASUM is
therefore not a legitimate voice to
lobby the legislature on behalf of
students.”
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